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Oak Orchard Harbor 

Founding and growth of the community. 

Section I 

The barber et Oak Orchard is on the aouthern shore of Lake 
Ontario, at the mouth of Oak Orchard Creek, wh1eh rises in 
western New York and nowe northerly, emptying into Lake Ontario 
about 02 ·niles west h'om the 1.nouth of 3enesee River (Charlotte 
narbor}, and 45 miles east of the mooth ot Nia.f~ara rtivar. 

Oak Orchard Creek is navigable from the lake to a point 
about two a11lee upstrea.."ll. The 'll>aters ot' the creek Are fro•1 
12 to 20 feet deep, except over the bar Bt the entrancs where 
the de?th. is G feet. It is Elbout 120 feet wide, in the nt:rvigahle 
porti·.m, in which thore is little current • except durinf! fresbt.Jts. 
The orL~inal depth of 'lllater over the bar et the mouth of' the 
creek, was fro~ two to four feet. 

The v111Rge of Oak nrehard now generally known 89 "Point 
Breeze" 1A at the mouth or Oak Crchard Creek in tha township 
or Carleton, COQnty or Orleene, ~tate of N~w York. 

In the early daya 1 e large portion of the territory now 
known as New York :::tete was ownod hy the State of Me.ssaohueetts 
Md in 1791 was purebts!led by r{obert Morrie. He sold th 1a ex­
tensive area esti.:Dated to be ~,600,000 acres to a grou)) or Dutch 
financiers. The tr••nsaction beoea1e known as the "Holland I,and 
Purchase. ·• These financiers opened the e.ree to colonization ttnd 
hrid their general land office at wnat is now Batavia. Pereda 
or land were offered to settlers at reesonehle ter~ and the 
territory r~rpidly developed. 

The first Battler\ to arrive in the vicinity of Oek Orchard 
was J"a..rnes Walsworth, who aa!ite across the lake fro:u Canada in 
1803, in his own boat and built hi!Malf a Ct>bin at the mouth or 
Oak Orchard Creek. Mr. 7ials'>'¥orth ·•as the first settler on the 
shore or Lake Ontario between Fort ~;iagare end Braddock's Hay 
and his neareet n81Ghbor wes at Lockport. 

r.1r. Joaeph ,Slliaott, the principal surveyor or the :1ollsnd 
Land Compt-lny and later lund n;ent decided that eventuelly 8 

ville,~a must <7row up at the mouth of Oe.Jc Orche.rd Creek as water 
transport was the only r:1eene of tr1nr:ing in mnteriala to build 
up the undeveloped hinterland. The ~end ber across the mouth 
of the creek was less pronounced than in later times and small 
schooners then on the lake oould ~kc the harbor without difficulty. 
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Section I - (continued) 

In anticipation of the development ot a harbor at Oak Orchard, 
Mr. Ellicott drew up a plat for a t~..n there and called it 
~illa." The euppositi~~ in those days was that most ot 
the trade to and. from the Holland Purchase would take the lake 
route aad -wentlla" would be the oommeroial port and Batavia 
the main cUy. With thia thought in Iliad, the land eompany 
started construction ot a road between ~Manilla" and Batavia. 
This was 'Ule tirat north and aouth road in <•rleans county and 
was tour rode •ide. 

The first p;:rist mill was bu1l t on Oak Orchard Creek, a 
tew miles from the harbor in 1812. The tirat schoolh~~se was 
bu1lt in 1815. 

Great stands or whitewood, oak, pine, hemlock, basswood, 
elm, beech and llHJ.ple trees were located ia this area. The 
eettlera in their haste to clear thei~ lands, burned up all 
this timber that they did not want tor fencing in the first tew 
years or their settlement. Alter sawmills were built, whitewood 
was sawed into boards and taken to the Erie Canal, which had been 
constructed at th1a time, and sold. The timber resources dwin• 
dlecl and in 1840, lumber was being iDIPorted trom Canada. 

Oak Orchard creek was a spawning ground tor Ter1ous apecies 
ot fish, including salmon and the nearby settlers depended upon 
them tor a part ot their food eupply. Fish at certain times of 
the year were taken out ot the stream in wagon loads and conse­
quently the tish were either exterminated or driven away at an 
early date. Rattlesnakes abounded on the banks of Oak Orchard 
Creek: and were caught tor their oil. This waa about 1820. 

Oak Orchard creek has ita source 1n an extensiTe lowland 
area known as O&lc: Orchard Swamp. This swa'llp is 17 miles long 
east and west, and about 9i miles broad at the widest part and 1s 
estimated tto contain 23,000 acres. Drainage of the Sff&~'lP lands 
is to the west and then to the north, w1 th an average tall ot 
1.8 teet per mile. The watershed ot Oak Orchard Creek is 88,000 
acres. 

The Erie Canal was started in 1817 and was completed in 
1825 at a coet ot $7,143,780. The completion ot this canal 
stepped all thought ot making "l&mllla" the coanercial port for 
the Holl8lld Purchase. Products that formerly came in via Lake 
OJ1tar1o now came Tia the Erie oanal and moat or the bue1neu or 
"Manilla" moved to Medina on the canal. 
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Section I - (continued) 

By 1836, Oak orchard Harbor had rbcovered some ot 1 ta 
trade and was again a tlour1Ah1r.g small pc.rt. .! railroad 
w&s projected between Osk" Orehal-6 Harbor and Medina. at thia 
time and undoubtedly th18 had, some effect upon the Federal 
appropriation ot $5 1000 made tor the bnproY6ment of the pori 
in that :year. The t1D.artc1al pan1o in the yeare 1836-1838 
put a stop to all thQUght of the projected railroad. 

A shipyartl ~·!as bull t about 1846 and a S!D&ll 1nduairy 
4eYeloped. The general prosperity ot the harbor continued and 
building materiels were imported from Canada tor bu1ld1ag up 
the surrounding territory. In 1867. the gov~rnment rebuilt 
the harbor which had been allowed to tall in 41arepair during 
the years ot the War of the, seceadon, but eOllf'>Jerce agdn began 
to be diverted due to ths chan~3 trom smell sailing oratt to 
large stean Yessels. 

Oak Orchard bec~~e a ~r reso~t ~lth taa d3creaee in the 
use of the harbor as a refuge and tor other shipping. The 
local hot.el had about 40 boarders eYery summer dltring the period 
1870-laBO. In 1876, summer oottagee were beginning to appear. 
Commerce of the harbor was meager but the harbor was still usetul 
as a refuge tor the remaining sailing veas~ls. 

In 1897, a report was submitted rec~~nding further harbor 
improv~ment, but no money was appropriated and subsequently the 
harbor was abandoned in 1905. The transformation in nafigetlon 
trom sailing eratt to steam veaaela was praotioBlly oa.pleted at 
this t1u and Oak orchard was of no tu.rther use t101 ge:1aral naYigation. 

S1noe 1905 1 the piers haYe become very dilapldated and ·the 
channel has shc•led. A cottage colony ot OYer one hundred cottages 
had developed adjacent to Oak Orchard narbor 1 anrl the only commerce 
aow at the port lo that ot small pleasure craft and a tew f1ah1ng 
Yassels. 

References 
"Landmarks of Orleans County, N. Y." 

by Signor. 

"Pioneer History ot ()rleana County, N. Y." 
b}" Arad Thomas. 
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SUIJI!!l!7 ot Survey Reports on Oak Orchard Harbor, N.Y. 

section II 

Con~s1ona1 Documents : Other 
Year :House or:~er:Oongress:Session: Authority . . Recommendations 

Senate : 

1923 

: 
1909 House 412 61 2 

1905 

• . 
1903 House 208 58 2 

189'1 House 281 54 2 
• . 

R. & H. Act: 
: approved 
:Sept.22,19B2: 

Prel1~1nary examination, sub­
mitted on March 22, 1923, stated 
that improvement was not deemed 
advisable at that time. 

Unfavorable to Federal improvement. 

: R. & H. Aot: Harbor abandoned by J'ederal. 
: apprOYed Government. 

. • 

: 

March 3,; 
1905 

Board recommends for abandonment 

Recommended plan for making avail­
able the depth heretofore obtained 
at the harbor entrance. It pro­
vides tor the excavation of a 
channel 12 feet deep at low water, 
150 teet wide and 4~ teet long 
trOll the ends ot the piers to the 

: 12-foot curve in the lake, for 
dredt~~ing between the piers and near 
the south end or the west pier and 
for pier repairs. Estimated cost 
$10,500 • 

Provides for dredging to 12 feet. 

: Plan and estimate tor harbor 1m-
: provement. 

Requested $25.000 for pier ex­
:tensions. 

Executive : Recommended that $5,000 be ap-
Document propriated to continue harbor 

1mprcwoment. 



Section II - Continued 

: Congressional Documents : 
Year :House orsNUmher:Oongresa:Session: 

: Senate 

other 
AUthority 

1836 

! 

: 

:Act approved 
:J'uly 2, 1836 

Recol'llrtl8ndat1ons 

Projo,::t adopted by appropriation. 
: Project provided tor the con­

struction ot two trnneTerse break­
weters or wing dams to contract 
the mouth of the creek to about 
200 teet and to define a channel 

s by two parallel piers extending to 
: the 12-toot contour in the lake. 
(Scourin~ action of the freshets 

; on Oak Orchard Creek was supposed 
z to maintain the entrance channel.) 



Reference: Year 
Number 

( 1) uk~6 

Chronological Summary by years tor Oak orchard Harbor, N.Y. 

Section III 

The need for a harbor of retuge on Lake Ontario between the 
Eiagara and Genesee Rivers was brought before Congress and as 
the ruouth of oak Croh~rd Creek possessed advantages toth in its 
posttiot'. end character, ~;5,000 l.'as approprh.ted tor its imprOTe­
ment. The project adopted provided for the construction of two 
breakwaters to contract the mouth ot th~ creek and to define a 
a Oh&nnel by two parallel piers ext~nd1ng to th~ 12-toot contour 
in the lake. It was anticipated that the current i~ the creek 
during freshets would scour a channel. The west breakwater 650 
teet 1n lengt.h was coUJJt:ructed. 

(1) 1837 Appropriation ot $5,000 made. The construction ot the east 
breakwater and the west ~1er was commenced. 

(1) 1838 Appropriation ot #5,000 made. East breakwater, 100 teet long 
completed. East and west piers extended to a length of 300 teet. 
CUrrent ot river had no effect upon the bar. 

(1) 1839 An appropriation of $25,000 W88 asked to extend the piers 600 
teet but was not granted and work was suspended. 

(1) 1842 Piers reported in good condition, but a quantity of timber and 
piles worth $4,250 were decaying and machinery and scows would 
aoo11 be unserviceable, if not used. Recommendation made that 
$12,500 be appropriated to extend piers 300 teet, so that the 
harbor could be made available tor vessels drawing 7 or 8 teet. 

(1} 1844 Ippropriation of $5,000 made. West pier extended to a length 
ot 51.0 teet and east pier to 725 teet. He commended that a dredge 
to cost $20,000 should be built tor use here and at other harbors. 
Material in channel not being scoured by freshets. 

(1} 1845 Spring freshets scoured channel ao a draft ot five teet could be 
accommodated 1ut northeast galea so&.n filled it to four feet again. 

(1) 1846 All river and hanor work suspended. 

( 1) 1848 Work resumed and recommendations tor turther improve111ents made. 

(1) 1852 Appropriation of $10,500 made. 

(1) 1853 West pler rebuilt and extended 290 teet. Recommendation was 
made for a grant of $14,500 to rebuilt the east pier and extend 
both east and west piers 120 teet. Dredge recommended in 1844 
had been built. 
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.Reterenoe : Year 
N1.1Dlber s 

Sec~lon III - Continued 

(1) 18M Bo work done. 

(1) 1855 Appropria~1on ot $40,107 asked to extend the piers to 15 teet 
ot water. 

(1) 1856 11-H- teet of piers need rebuilding. 

(1) 1857 Dredge had been built as preno:.usly reeol'W.119nded end was sent 

(1),(2) 

(1),(3) 

(1),(4) 

(1) ,(5) 

(1) ,(6) 

(1) ,(7) 

to he:rbor and worked i11 ohtmnel unttl tund! were exhausted. 
Local interests contributed $1,000 !!O that dredge eoold finish. 
11,000 cubic yards ot :naterhl were reLr.oved end &n e-ight too'\ 
chann•l obtained. Vessels at once made use of this improve~nt 
and a beacon was reo~nded. 

1866 Necessary pier extension, dredging end repairs estimated to 
coat '!;86,587.66. 

1867 Appropriation ot i87,000 made. A survey was made and plana 
were drawn up tor the proposed work. Project consisted in restoring 
the piers which were nearly destroyed, exten41ng them to the 12-toot 
curve and dredgin~ a channel between them. Channel at this time 
had • depth ot 6 to 8 tee'\. contracts let and some materil!ll 
delivered. 

1868 The contractor tor labor tailed to commence and his contract was 

1869 

cancelled .. 

Contracts were relet and work resumed. 
and three dredges worked in the channel. 
500 teet. 

Pier repairs were started 
East pier repaired tor 

1870 The west pier was extended to 955 teet and the east pier to 
763 teet. A large amount ot d~ging had been done and vessels 
drawing seven teet at low water could enter. Appropriation ot 
$8,000 made to oont1nu4 work. Dredging in chennel 40,650 ou. yde. 
at 29~. :Report tor '\his year states the ruins ot the old west 
breakwater built in 1836, to be entirely covered by the shingle 
ot the beach. 

1871 The east pier was extended to 915 teet and west pier to 1135 
teet. Jrom the original line ot the breakwaters the total length 
ot the west pier was 1 1883 teet and 1,219 teet tor the east or 
about 120 teet farther than the original plan. A beacon was placed 
at the outer end of the w6st pier. $10,000 was appropriated. 
Dredge removed trom the channel 7 ,656 ou. yds. ot sand • mud, gravel, 
cobblestone, hard clay, etc., but a ledge ot red sandstone was 
encountered upon which a depth of only 7i teet at low water could 
be obtained. Ice survey made and borings developed the fact that 
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Reference: Year 
Number 

Section III - Continued 

a ledge ot sandstone extended entirely across the channel 
between the piers. 

(1,8) 1872 Two hundred linear teet of the west pier were repaired 

(1,9) 

and the outer ends of both piers were leveled up. A survey 
on the ice in March, 1872, with boring&, indicated that the 
ledge of sandstone extended entirely acrose the channel between 
the piers. An appropriation of $2.500 was made. During the 
season of 18?2, dredging removed 8,019 cu. yds. of material in 
the channel above the rock, a depth of 10 teet at low water 
being obtained except over the rook where the depth was 7i teet. 
SUperstructure upon 200 teet of west pier was partially renewed, 
and the outer ends properly leveled. 

1873 Appro~r1at1on of $10,000 made. Rock drilling and blasting 
done by hand and by hired labor. Rock excavation between the 
piers COlDl'llenoed. 

All the rook drilling at Oak Orchard Harbor was done by hand. 
A description ot the method follows. A raft was constructed from 
tillbers lett over from pier repairs and drllling equipment in­
etalled on it. Operations were muoh impeded by lake swells and 
many holes were lost. Finally spuds were f1 tted to the ratt and 
these together with guy linea to the piers steadied the raft con­
siderably. Drilling apparatus consisted ot a at inch drill, four 
feet long, connected by a coupling screw to a rod 14 feet in 
length, both of li inch iron and weighing about 80 pot!nda; a three 
inch iron pipe 12 teet long, an iron wrench to connect and dis­
connect the drill and rod; a sand pump of 2-inch iron pipe, 8 feet 
long; a spring pole 20 teet long and a rope to suspend the drill 
from the pole. Six three inch soil pipes and 12 drills were used. 
Blasting powder at 16; per pound was uaed and put into tin canisters 
14 to 20 inehes long and two inches in diameter. The neck of the 
canister was 7/8 inches in diameter and olosed by a perforated cork 
through whieh the wires of the exploders passed. An electric 
battery was used to explode the charge. 1he method of drilling 
was to place the rett oaretully in position, raise the raft on the 
spuds and carry guy lines to the piers. The soil pipes were placed 
in position through wells in the deck and driven throu~~ the over­
lying materiel to rook. The pipee were then eleened out by sand 
~~P• it necessary. The soil pipe was kept in a vertical position 
by nailing a strip across and against the pipe. The drill was put 
in and the upper end made fast to the spring pole. Two men operated 
eeoh drill. Holes were drilled one foot below grade and after 
eomplet1on were cleaned out. The cartridge wes then placed and 
ta~ped, the tube withdrawn and charge tired by electricity. Spaa1ng 
of the holes were 5 x 5 teet. 

- a -



Reference: Year 
N'llllber 

Section III - Continued 

East pier now 915 teet in length and west pier 1135 feet 
long. The west pier measureme1,1t does not include about 165 
feet of ruined pier at the inner end. Channel bet~~en the 
piere and through the Aandetone from 40 to 80 feet wide and 
12 teet deep at low water had been obtained. 

(11) 18?5 Drilling and dredsing continued, ehannel obtained ~as 150 
feet wide end 12 feet deep at low water, 5,912,55 cu. yda. ct 
blasted rock, and 1,995.37 cu. yds. of stiff clay and cemented 
gravel being r~oved in the fall of 18?5, and additional dredging 
in spri!l.g removed 4,990.45 cu. yds of red. rock, 4,480.13 cu. 
yds. of stiff clay and caw~ntcd gravel and 2,149.12 cu. yde. 
of mud ud sand. Building up ot outer end of west pier commenced. 

(12} 1876 Channel depth of 12 feet secured. West pier repaired for 
180 teet. 200 cubic yards ot rock blasted and removed. 

( 13) 18'17 No work done. 

(14) 1878 West pier repaired for 210 teet. Breach at shore end of east 
pier repaired by sinking three cribs 10 teet by 30 teet and rebuilding 
100 linear feet of super~tructure. 

(15) 1879 Small brea~h made by vessel r~g heac o! ~est pier was 
repaired. 

( 16) 1880 No work d me. 

{ 17) 1881 Arrangements made for extend ve pier repairs and extending 
them to 12 foot contour. Project modified so as to not include 
the bree.kwaters. 

(18) 1882 Narrow extension to west pier matie for 180 feet at right 

(19) 1003 

angles from shore end. West pier rebuilt for 69 feei at inner 
end. Outer end of east pier leTelled up for 129 teet. 

No work done because of high water. ~ast pier badly decayed. 

(20) 1884 Superstructure on piera about 12 yee.rs old and are badly 
decayed. 

(21) 1985 SUperstructure of entire west pier rebuilt tor 1 1 072 feet. 

(22) 1886 

( 23) 1887 

No work was done. Breach e~sted at shore end of ecet pier. 

Contracts let for material for east pier repairs. 
badly decayed. No work was done. 
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Reference: Year 
Number 

(84} 1888 

Section III - (continued) 

Su:;>erstruoture of eaat pibr rebuilt. 
good condition. 

Both piera now in 

(25) 1889 Shore protection built 91 teat in length eastward of 
eaet pier. 

(26) 1890 ~hannel dredged to 12 feet and to a width of 100 teet. 
10,229.37 au. yds. of ~d were removed. Minor pier repairs 
made. 

(27) le91 SurTey or channel made. Preparations L~de tor completing 
channel. 

(28) 1892 Channel dredged to 13.5 feet at mean lake level tor whole 
width between piers, excepting 10 taet along eaoh pier. 3,38C 
cu. yds. ot rock and 350 cu. yds. ot mud, sand and gravel being 
removed. 

(19,30,31) 1895 ~eat pier settled tor 130 feet at the inner end. Channel 
in good condition. work suspended. 

(32) 1897 SUrvey report dated January 26, 1897. Plan presented for 
maki~~ available the depth heretofore obtainad at the harbor 
entrance and provided for the excavation of a channel 12 teet 
leap at low water, 150 feet wide and 450 teet long from the 
outer ends ot the piers to the 12-toot curve in the lake. 
Esti~~te ~es $10,600. Report was published ae (H. D. No. 281, 
54th Cong. 2d session). The ~eat pier was 1 1 ~00 teet and the 
eaat pier ww; l,OlC !'eat long. t:Gtwoen the piera there \las a 
channel 150 feet wide and 1100 feet long, in which the surface 
ot the rook was at an svarage depth of 11.55 :toet below low 
weter (zero of the r.swego gauge). At the ends ot the piere 
whera tha excnve.tion or reck had o~asud the rock rose abruptly 
to its natural surt:·acE:~ 1 9i feet belo.; lew voater. In the first 
4:=:0 feet llike•n:ro trc~~ t}, is pcint the rock slo~d downward to 
12 feot belo'l" l~w wett:r. !3etwe~n tho piers, in the excaTeted 
channel, a la7er of lO,!CO cu. yde. caud, ~JUd 1 clay and gravel, 
havin5 e.n average t.t~ick.a£:88 of 20 inches, overlay the rock, re• 
ducing the average available devth of wat&r in the channel to 
9.S feat at low 11eter. l'he ccnt:rolli.ug ut~pth waG 9.3 teet at; 
lo1> wuter at the outer ends or t.l:t.J pitH'S Wtl&r& 6 laches ot sand 
overlay the rock. 

Zero ot the Oewego~ g, e referred tc was established in 
1838 with its zero at 24 .21 the extre~ low water plane of 

·1819. This record has stD been exceeded 1n 1895, 1896. 

\ '? 
'./} 
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Reterencet Year 
Number 

$ection III - (continued) 

No expenditures made on harbor. Piers are badly in need 
ot repairs. No funds available since 1anuary 1896. 

(34) 1903 West pier had been built 1300 teet in length end east pier 
920 teet not including an added shore protection ot 90 teet. 
Channel 150 teet wide and 11.0 teet deep at low water between 
piers had bean dredged. Rock excavation had ceased at end ot 
piers where depth ia 9! teet at low water. Piers were intact 
but decayed. No work was done on the harbor tor several years 
(from 1895 to 1902) no fUnds being available. During the year 
the timber superstructure was repaired and tilled with s\one 
where needed. 

The channel was 9i teet deep at low water (lli to 12 teet, 
mean lake level) tor a width ot ?5 teet between the piers. Thia 
narrow channel maintained itself at the depth mentioned without 
dredging for more than ten years, the last dredging having been 
done 1n 1890•1892. when the channel was reported at 13! teet deep 
at mean lake level (width not reported. but believed to be 100 
feet). 

!be Board ot lngineera. established by the river and harbor 
ao~ ot 1Une 13 1 1902, to make reports to Congreee, recommended 
~hat no further work be 4a.ne at the harbor. 

(35) 1904 No work was done. 1uly 29, 1903, available depth 6 fee~ 
at standard low water. 

(36} 1905 Minor repairs made to tho piers. Harbor abandoned by river 
and harbor act of March 3, 1905, repealing the provisions ot all 
previous acts providing tor work at this harbor. Unexpended 
tunds paid into treasury, March 21, 1905. Channel at this time , 
would accommodate draft of 8.5 teet at low water. 

( 3'1) 1910 Preli;ainary exwninution printed in H. I'., No. 41.2 1 6lat 
Congress, 2d Session. Locality not considered worthy ot further 
improvement. 

(38) 1923 Preliminary examination report dated March 22, 1~23 submitte6. 
Improvement not deemed advisable. 

1936 The present condition ot the harbor is poor. ~he super-
structure ot the cribs is in extremely poor condition and at 
many places it has been breached. The substructure, however, is 
reported to be intact and in good condition. The west pier is 
stated to be about 1300 teet long, including the portion in ruins 
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Section III - {continued) 

at thA shore and of tho pier. The ea~t pier ie reported to 
be 915 teet long and has a shore protection extending abaut 
90 teet easterly tram the shore end of the ~1er. There is 
approximately six teet of water over the har betwaen the 
piers at the pre~ent time. The ohann~l wa~ drerl~ad 150 r~et 
wids and ll teet deep at present lo~ ~ater, betwaen the piers 
in 1898. At the ends of the piers, where ~ok exaavat1on 
stopped, the depth in 1992 was 9t teet at low water over the 
rock. 
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" II, .. 1941. 
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Reterencea (oontipued} 
Reference: 
Number Reference 

20. 1884 - Report of the Chief of Engineers ,Part I, page 322. 
tt III, tf 2136. 

21. 1885- " " " " " .. -:>art I, pa~e 347. 
" IIIt It 2270. 

22. 1886 - " " It .. tt " Part I, page 342. 

" III, " 1886. 

23. . 1881 - " " " " " Part I, page 307. • t 

III, " 2369. 

24. 1888- " It " a " Part I, page 881. 
III, " 2062. 

• • 
25. 1889 - " " " " It " rart I, page 333. 

" IV, .. 2403. 

26. 1890 - " " " " " .. Part I, page 301. • 
" III, .. 2847. 

27. 1891 - " " " " 
,. 

" Part I, page '!J77. • 
" v, " 2896. 

28. • 1892- " H " " " Part I, pa~e 556. • • 
" III, .. 2537. 

29. 1893 - " " .. " " " Part I, Pas• 400. • 
" rv. " Sl1'l. 

II 

" " Part I 1 383. 30. 1894 - " " " page • 
" IV, " 2451. 

:u. 1895 - If " " " " " Part I, pag& 4.18. 
' " v. " 5172. 

52. 1897 - " " " " " " Part I, page 483. 
' " IV, " 3314. 

33. 1902 - " " " .. " " Part I, page 5().l. t 

" III, " 2321. 

34. 1903 - " " " " .. " Part I, pege 565. t 

" III, " 2149. 

35. 1904- " " " " It " Part I, page 618. t 

" III, " 3326. 

36. 1905- " " " " " " Part I, page 628. 
' " III, .. 2390 • 
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References icont'd) 
Reference: 
Nwaber : References 

: 
37 : 1910 - Report of the Chiet ot Engineers. Part I, page 900. 

: 1923 - " " .. " .. Part I, page 1609. 

39 1924 - .. " " Part I, page 1609. 

Progress charts are included tor the following structures: 

1. We at Brea.tcwater. 

2. East Breuwater. 

5. lest channel p1ar. 

4. East ehanne1 pier. 

5. West pier extensi Oll. 

6. Shore protection, easterly ot east pier. 
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Chronological summary of improvements by local interests. 
Seotio.u IV 

.Loaa.l lnt,~.Nails ln 1057 ccntrlbutt:H1 ~1,000 toward the cost 
of '~ompli:lti.n~~ ·th·.) dredging in the entrsnee channel after th.e Federal 
tunds were sxhausted and the dredge was about to be removed. 

Ref~rence - Annual Report Chief of Engineers 1874, 
Part I, pages 243, 24G. 
S.D. No. 42, 35th, let. - 1831 
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sectio• v 
Follo'ldng is the tabulation nf the cost ot all work don• by 

the Federal Government at Oak Orohard Harbor, Nenr York. It was 
tound impossible to divide these on•ts into items of' maintenance and 
new work as called tor by the letter of instructi0ns dated Jvne 12, 19:35. 

Fiscal: Expended Amount Appropriations tAppropriatioile: 
year during expended durin~ lear to dete Remarks 

ear to date A.lllount Date: . . 
1836 s,ovo.oc,: 'I 2 . s,ooo.oo • 
183? . 5,000.00: '.:J/'.:1 : 10,000.00 • 
1838 5,000.00: 7/7 . 15,000.00 . 
1844 5,000.00: 6/11: 20,000.00 
1852 10,500.00: 6/30: 30,500.00 
1867 87 ,ooo.oo: 3/.2 : 117,500.00 
18?0 . s,ooo.oo: '7/11: 125,500.00 • . . 
1871 : 10,000.00: '3/3 : 135,500.00 
1872 2,500.00: 6/10: 138,000.00 
18'73 . 10,000.00: 3/3 : 148,000.00 . 
1874 :$10,623.06: 10,000.00: 6/23: 158,000.00 
1875 14,936.37: 10,000.00: 3/3 s l&a,ooo.oo see note number one . pege 24 • • 

1876 4,896.66: 2,000.00: 8/14: 170,000.00 
1877 233.12: : . . 
1878 1,5'74.86: 2,000.00: 6/18: 172,000.00 
1879 . 136.:35: 1,000.00: 5/'l> : 173,000.00 . 
1880 . 14.44: 500.00: 6/14.: 173,500.00 . 
1881 : 217.03: 
1882 3,558.84: z,ooo.oo: 8/2 176,500.00 
1883 ; $173.500.00: 
1884 . . 5,000.00: 7/5 181,500.00 
1885 7,77?.5Z;l81,277.5t; See note number two 

: page 84. 
1886 : 127.66: 12,500.00: B/5 194,000.00 
1887 '7~5.99: : 
1888 1 ,84b. 63': 192 t 63~ .40: 6,000.00: 8/11: 200 ,ooo.oo See note number three . -page ?.4 • . 
1889 1,061.43 :193,693.85: :~ee note number tour . -page 24 • . 
1890 5t318.5l :199,260.14: 5,000.00: 9/19: 205,000.00 See note number tive 

psr;e ?.4. 
1891 : 254.07 :199,514.21: See :::ot a number six 

page ~4. 
1892 : 4,963.45 :204,47?.66: 
1893 30.00 :204,507.66: 
1894 30.00 :204,53'7.66: 
1895 30.00 :204,567.66: . : . 
1902 :204,56'7.66: 2,250.00: 6/15: 207 ,250.00* • Allotment. 
1903 1,262.93 :205,837.54: . . 
1904 1,335.53 :205,842.03: 
1905 773.76 :206.615.79: - 634.21* s *Returned to treasury 

$206,615.79 $206,615.79 on ~,1arch 21 ,1905 as 
ordered by River end 

- 23 -
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Section V- (continued) 

Information on appropriations taken trom Index to Reports, 
Chief of Engineers, u. s. Army, 1866-1912, page 1516. 

Information on expenditures taken trom Reports of Chief of 
J~gineere tor reepective fiscal year in which expenditure occurred. 

Bote number 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Notes 

1895 - Coat of removing material in dred~1n~ of 
tall ot 1875: 
Rook $1.36 per oubic yard, measured in scows 
Stiff clay and cemented graTel .70 cent~ per curio 
yard, measured in scows. 
Mild, sand, etc., 20 cents per cubic yard, measured 
in scows. 
Prices for work in spring of 1875: 
Red sandstone rock, at ~.10 per cu. yd., measured 
in scows. 
Stitt clay end cemented :rravel, at :;.60 per cu. yd., 
measured in scows. 
MUd and sand, at .195 cents per cu. yd., measured in 
scows. 

1885 - Cost of rebuilding superstructure of west 
pier $6.67 per linear foot. 

1888 - Cost of rebuilding superstructure of east 
pier; Materials ~ 7,309.41 

Supplies 29.84 
Labor 2,807,52 

Total iio,i44.77 

1869 - Coat ot 91 teet ot shore protection eastward 
ot east pier. $862.23. 

1890 ~ 10,229.37 cubic yards of mud removed, 
cos~ ~5 1114.69. 

1892 - Contract prices for dredging were $1.40 
per cubic yard for rook excavation and ~0.34 per 
cubic yard for mud, aand and gravel, measured in place. 
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Outline of the growth of the community. 
section VI 

Oak Orchard Harbor vas designed primarily ae e harbor ot retuge 
tor sailing craft operating on Lake ontario between the Niagara and 
Genesee Rivers and secondly tor the co.mmerce at the harbor. When 
the improvement to the entrance ot Oak Orchard Creek commenced in 
1836, the American e~eroa on Lake Ontario consisted largely of 
salt from Syracuse and railroad iron, both shipped to the western 
parte of the country from Oswego and of wheat.sh1pped from the west 
to the large flour mills on the Oswego River •. 'l'hese articles of 
commerce ~ere carried in small schooners about 60 teet long, 18 teet 
beam and carrying about 70 tons ot cargo, with a draft of five teet. 
In 1838, a schooner was built at Oswego, about 100 teet long, 20 teet 
beam, capable of carrying 230 to 2(0 tons or about 7,000 bushels of 
wheat and was the largest vessel on tb.e l.alr.e. 

Oak Orchard Harbor contained L~ple room for a good number of 
ships of these small sizes and was a useful harbor ot refuge end bene­
fited general navigation on the lake. 

Conditions gradually changed as steam barges drove sailing 
vessels both large and small from the lake. Vessels became larger 
and or deeper drafts and Oak Orchard Harbor oontinuBlly became of 
lesser value as e retu~e. In 189' 1 tew seiling vessels remained and 
those that did were ot Canadian registry. American sailing craft 1n 
the same year accounted tor only 3 per cent of all the commerce 
out of Oswego, Charlotte, Little ~odus and Great Sodus. The remainder 
of the commerce that year was transported on Canadian sailing craft 
or steam vessels. The steam vessel at this ti~ with a draft ot 131; 
teat could carry about 60,000 to 65,000 bushels ot wheat or as much 
as nine sailing vessels of the size used in 1938. 

This change tror!l sailing vessels to steam vessels, the decreasing 
need tor harbors ot refuge as vessels bee~~ larger, the faot that Oak 
Orchard Harbor would not acommaodate the larger vessels, together 
with tb.e condition that no railroad made this port its lake te~inus 
caused the virtual disappearance of its commerce and led to ita 
eventual abandonment by the Federal Government 1n 1905. 

The commerce at the port itself was always small and consisted 
of imports of building materials, consumed within a distance of 10 
to 12 miles ot the harbor, and occasional shipments of fruit and 
agricultural produce. 
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Section VI - (continued) 

The populetioa statistics of Oak Orohard village are very 
meager. In 1897, a po:t;>uletion of less than 100 wes reported and 
in 1930 this had dwindled to 30 persons. 

Ple.oe 

The population statistics for Carleton townshi~ and Orleans 
county are given below: 

1930 : t9i0 : 1916 : 1960 : 1890 1800 t is'lo :iA55:1804:1ao3 

Carleton ~ownship 1,699: 1,832: 2,259: 2,388: 2,3,4: 
: : : 
:128*:100*: '6* 

Orleans County . . 
* Estimate ecnsidering tour per~ons per family. 

References- Annual Report, ·~ief of Engineers, 1897, Part IV, page 3314. 

-~Pioneer History of Orleans CountY", by Arad ~homes. 
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Commercial statistics of Oak Orchard Harbor. 

Section VII 

The harbor. at Oak Orohard was 8l ways more 1mporlu'l 81!1 a harbor 
or retuge than 88 a c0Zil!Jl8rc1al port. The CCillllerce has Uways been 
"r'f llllltager, consisting l!Ulinly of imports or cedar po~ta, shingles, 
and lumber in limited quantities, used in the development of the 
adjacent tributary area. Two miles upstreL~ from the mouth ot the 
creek at a place called -Two Br1dgeaw, where the stream divided into 
two equal branches, was located a grain storehouse, whic~ ~as used 
(before the railroad was built a mile farther south) tor the ship-
ment or the eropa from the surrounding agr1oul,ural region. But no 
railroad made Oak Orchard its lake terminus, commerce tailed to increase, 
and hes disappeared except for a tew fishing craft and pleasure boats. 
The following table shows the available details eoncernin~ the commerce 
of the harbor during the period 1874 to 1904: 

Years !Revenue Value ot 18iue ot :No. ot :Tonnage :No. ot :Tonnage :Tonnage:Reterencea 
exports :depart-: outgoing: arri v- :arriving: imports: ending :collected: imports 

:durin~ s ing :vessels : 1ng :vessels : 
s.tiseal :vessels' :vessels: 
:;.ar 

1une 30: . : . 
18'14 :$2,077.34:$14,130.00: -- 43• 1,64'7 . • 
18'15 1,726.36: 23,047.30:$11,910.00: 22 1,925 : 25 2,2'18 
18'16 500.00:140,000.00: 50,000.00: 51 4,300 43 4,500 
1877 1,215.18: 14,050.05: 51,508.55: 32 1,862 31 1,772 l 

1878 2,673.18: 13,880.00: 217 .oo: 21 1,211 27 l 1,789 
1879 1,598.98: 7,200.00: ll,lOO.OO: 10 '75'1 13 1,036 
1880 2,811.001 15,618.00: - ... 10 800 14 1,152 
~881 3,266.97: P-1,658.00: 5.00: 21 . 1,450 : 21 : 2,113 • • • 
1882 2,'715.00: 19,311.00: 19 J ,!,4'1 21 • 3,64'1 . 

Dec. 31: : 
1883 1,951.72: 15,347.00: ~.00: 17 1,400 19 1,400 
1884 2,03'1.86: 119.18: 11 624 20 1,2'10 
1885 561.07: 4,066.00: -- 3 236 4 316 : 
1886 1,196.06: 8,431.00: 29.00: 5 498 5 552 
188'1 1,555.16: 12,531.00: 13 1,023 12 953 . • 
1888 866.76: 7 ,8'12.00: -- 9 552 : 9 5'18 
1889 565.29: 4,696.04: ... - 13* • 585*: . 
1890 508.50: 3,'128.25: 5 250 5 250 
1891 196.83: a,aea.oo: 11 899 ll 899 
1892 488.73: 4,440.00: 9 '193 9 793 : 
1893 231.20: 2,373.00: ... - . 4 . 239 4 : 239 l • . 
1894 109.58: 1,038.00: • 4r 1'1'1 4 1'1'1 . 
1901 344.87: 2.911.00: - - 3 264 : 3 264 s 
1901 245.33: 2,51'1.00: -- 3 257 3 25'1 ; 
1903 403.00: 4,115.00: - .. 6 290 6 290 
1904 371.00: 3,940.08: -- 1 14'7 5 351 : 
1908 322.00: 4,080.00: 3* 23'1 • . . • 

*Num.ber of departing and arriving vessels. 
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Section VII - (continued) 

Reports ot Chief of Engineers for reapect1Ye years 1874-1908 
used for commercial statistics. 

Hefel"(mces: 
( 1) Ltullbe:r and grAin ... incoming. 

Fruit ~ outgoing. 

(2) Vess~ls usinG harbor for shelter, 50. 
lapot'ts, fruit - bar.rols, g ,000. 
Imports, grain - bu<.;~J6ls, 1,210. 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Lut1ber and ti~her, feet, 3. M. 2,483 1 000. 
Poet, ~oles and ties, number, 10,000. 

33,000 b. ft. lumber 
1,360 shingles 
26i cords ~edar posts 
lumber 
Lumber. 

Lumber, lathe, ahinglee end posts. 

Cedar posts 200 tons 
Laths, 24 It 

8h1ngles 116 - " 
540 tons 

Posts 322 tons 
Shingles 96 " 

(8) Posts, ahin~1es. 

(9) Posts, 242 tone. 
Lath, 14 tons. 
Shin~les, 149 tons. 

{10) Reference, H.R. Doc. No. 412, 6lst. Gon~ress, 2d session, p. 2. 
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section VIII - Maps 

Maps aho"im~ the condition of Oak Orchard Harbor in 1876, 
1889 a.nc 1923 follows: 
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