e /3}///)/7

HISTORY OF

OAK ORCHARD HARBOR. N.Y




History of Oak Orchsrd iHlarbor, New York.

Table of contents

Ssetion I -~ Foundinz and growth of the community. Location of
harbor, early history, influence of Erie Cansl on
harbtor, Peges 1-3.

Section II - Sumuary of rsports, documenta and authorizetions
with their recosmnendations. Pagas 4«5,

Section IIT - (Chronologiecsl summery by yesrs of the harbor
davelopaent. Pages =21,

Section IV -~ Chronclozicsel summary of iaprovements by local
intercata. Pace 22.

Section ¥V - Costs of development. Page Zi~-24.

Section VI « Cutline of the growtih of the comunity.
Paze 25-26.

Saction VII - Commerciel stetisties. Pare 27-28.

Seetion VIII - Maps:
1. Map dated 1923
g. " " 1876
3. " » 1881 Paze 29-32.



0ak Orchard iHarbor

Founding and growth of the community.
Section I

The harber at Oak Orchard 18 on the southern shore of lLeke
Ontario, at the mouth of Dak (Grcherd Creek, which risaes in
restorn New York and flows northarly, emptying into Lake Ontario
sbout 32 miles west from the mouth of Genesee Hiver (Chasrlotte
Tiarbor), and 45 miles east of the mouth of ¥iawara River.

Oak Orchard Creek 1s navigasble from the lsks to a point
about two miles upstream. The wataers of the creek are from
12 tc 20 feet deep, except over the ber at the entrance where
the depth is 6 feet. It is about 120 feet wide, in the navigable
pertion, in which there 1s little current, except during freshets.
The orisinsl denth of water over the bar st the mouth of the
creak, was from two to four fset.

The villsge of Cek Nrchard now gsnerslly xnown as "Point
Braeze'" is st the mouth of Caek Orchard Creek in the township
of Carleton, County of Orleana, State of New York.

In the early days, a lsrge portion of the territory now
xnown ag New York “teste was owned by the State of iessachusetts
and in 1791 was purchssed by Hobert Morris. He scld this exe
tenaive area estimsted to be 3,600,000 meres to & group of Putch
financieras., The tr:nsaction beosme knowm as the "Holland land
Purchase." These financlers opsned the srea to colonization and
had their poneral land office st what is now Batavia, Parcels
of land wers offerad to settlers at resscneble teram and the
territory rapidly devsloped,

The first settlerd to arrive in the vieinity of Ogk Orchard
was James Talsworth, who caws across the lake from Canada in
1803, in his cwn boat and built himsself a cebin at the mouth of
Oak Orchard Creek, Ir. 7%alsworth was the firat settler on the
shore of Lake Ontarie between Fort Niagers snd Braddock's RBay
ané his nearest neishbor was st Lockport,

Rr. Joseph Xllicott, the nriacipal surveyor of ths olland
Land Company and later lusnd ar-ent decided thet eventuslly a
villave mugt srow up st the mouth of (Cak Orcherd Ureek as water
trenaport wes the only means of btrincing in materials to build
up the undeveloped hinterland. The nmend bar scross the mouth
of the cresk was less pronounced than in later times and small
schooners then on the lake could mske the harbor without difficulty.



Section I - (continued)

In anticipetion of the development of & harbor at Oak Orchard,
Mr. Ellicott drew up & plat for a town there and caslled it
*Manille.” The suppositicn in those days was that most of

the trade to and from the Holland Purchase would take the lake
route and "Manilla" would be the sommercial port and Batavias
the main city. With this thought in mind, the land company
started construction of a road bstween "Manille"” and Batavia.
This was the first north and south road in ¢rlesns County and
was four rods wide.

The First grist mill was built on Cek Orchard Creek, a
fow miles from the harbor in 1812. The first schoolhouse was
built in 1816.

Great stands of whitewcod, oak, pine, hemlock, basswood,
elm, beech and maple trees were located in this srea. The
gottlera in their haste to clear their lands, burnsd up all
this timber that they did not want for fenelng in the first few
years of their settlement. After sawmills were built, whitewood
was sawed into boards and teken to the Erie Canal, which had been
constructed at this time, and sold. The timber resources dwin-
dled and in 1840, lumber was being imported from Canada.

Oak Orchard Creek was a spawning ground for various speciss
of fish, ineluding salmon and the nearby settlers depended upon
them for a part of their food supply. Fish at certain times of
the year wers taken out of the strean in wsgon loads and conse~-
guently the fish were elther exterminated or driven away at an
early date. iiattlesnskes sbounded on tha bunks of QOak Orchard
Creek end were caught for their oil. This was sbout 1820,

Oak Orchard Creek has its socurce in an extensive lowland
arsa known as Oakk Orchsaré Swamp. Thia swamp i{s 17 miles long
east and west, and about 93 miles broed at the widest part and is
sstimated %o contain 23,000 ascres. Drainage of the swanp lands
is to the west and then to the north, with an average fall of
1.8 feet per mile. The watershed of Osk Orechard Creek is 88,000
acres.

The Erie Canal was started in 1817 and was completed in
1825 st a comt of $7,143,780, The completion of this canal
stdpped all thought of making "Manilla"™ the commercial port for
the Hollsnd Purchese. Products that formerly came in via Lake
Ontario now came via the Erie Cansl and most of the business of
"Manilla® moved to Medina on the canal.



Section I - (continued)

By 1836, Oak Orchard Harbor had recovered some of ita
trade and was ageain & flourishing small pert. 4 railroad
was prciescted between Osk Orchard Harbor snd iedinm, at this
time and undoubtedly this hed some effect upon the Federal
appropriation of $5,000 made for the improvement of the port
in that year. The financial pani¢ in the years 1836-1838
put a atop to all thought of the projected railroad.

A shipyaré =as built about 1846 end a small industry
developed. The gzenersl prosperity of the harbor continued and
building materisls were imperted from Canada for building up
the surrcunding territory. In 1867, the government rebuilt
the harbor which had been allowed to fall in disrepair during
the years of the War of the Secession, but eomusrce agein began
tc be diverted dus tc the chanzs from smuall sailing oraft to
large stenn vessels.

Qak Orchard betame a sumuer resort w»ith the dseressse in the
uss of the harbor sz a refuge and for other shipping. The
losal hotsl had about 40 boarders every summer during the pariod
1870-~1380. 1In 187G, summer cottsges wers beglinniag to appear.
Commerce of the harbor was meager but the harbor was still useful
a8 a refuge for the Tremaining =ailing vesscls.

In 1857, &8 report was submitted recommending further harbor
improvement, but no money wes appropristed and subsegusntly the
harbor was abandoned in 1905. The transformstion ia navigetion
frem ssiling craft to steam vessels wes practically completed at
this tims and Oak Orehard was of no further use to geasral navigation,

Since 1905, the plers have bescome very dilepldsted and the
channel has shcaled. A cottegs colony of over one hundred cotiagea
had developad adjacent to Oek Crchard Harbor, and the only commerce
now at the port is that of small pleesure oraft and a few fishing
vassels,

References
"Landmarks of Orleens County, N. Y."
by Signor.

"Pioneer History of @grleans County, N. Y."
by Arad Thomss.



Summary of Survey Reports on Oak Orchard Harbor, N.Y.

Section II
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Prelininary examinetion, sub-
mitted on March 22, 1923, stated
thet improvement was not deemed
advisabls at that time,

Unfavorable to Federal improvement.

Harbor abandoned by Federal
Government.

Board recommends for abandonment

Recommended plan for making avail-
able the depth heretofore obtained
at the harbor entrance. It pro-
vides for the excavation of a
channel 12 feet deep at low water,
150 feet wide and 430 feet long
from the ends of the piers to the
l12-foot curve in the laks, for
dred:ing between the piers and near
the south end of the west pler and
for pler repairs. Eatimated cost
$10,500.

Provides for dredging to 12 feet.

Plan and estimate for harbor im-
provement.

Requested #25,000 for pier ex-

tensions.

Recosmended that $5,000 be ap-
propriated to continue harbor
improvement,



Section II ~ Continued

:____ Congressional Documents 3 Other H
Year :Housze oriNumber:Congresa:Session: Authority : Recomnendations
: Senate : H : H
1836 Aot approved Projest adopted by approprietion.

:July 2, 1836 : Project provided for the con-
struction of two treneverse break-
weters or wing dams to contract
the mouth of the creek to sbout
200 feet and to define a channel
by twoe parallel plers extending to
the 12«foot contour in the lake.
(Seouring action of the freshets
on Osk Orchard Creek was mipposed
to maintain the entrance channel.)
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Reference: Year

Humber H

Chronological Summery by years for Oek Orchsrd Harbor, N.Y.

Section IIIX

(1) :

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

1836

1837

1838

1839

1842

1844

18495

1846
1848
1852

1853

Tha need for a harbor of refuge on Leke Ontaric between the
¥lagsra spd Genesee Rivers was brought before Congress and as
the niouth of Osk Crchard Creek possessed advantages toih in its
positior end charaeter, #5,000 was appropristed for its improve-
ment. The project adupted provided for the construction of two
breakwaters to contract the mouth of the crsek snd to define &

a chunnel by two parsllsl piers extunding to the 1l2-foot contour
in the lake. It was unticipated that the current in the creek
during freshets would scour & channel. The west breskwater 650
fost in lengtih was counstructed.

Appropriation of $5,000 made. The construction of the east
breskwater and the west pler was commnenged.

Appropriation of $5,000 made. East breskwater, 100 feet long
completed. East and west plers extended to & length of 300 feet,
Current of river had no effect upon the bar,

An appropriation of 525,000 was asked to extend the piers 600
feet but was not granted and work was suspended.

Piers reported in good condition, but a gquantity of timber and
piles worth #4,250 were decaying and maechinery and scows would
soon be unserviceeble, if not used. Recomendation made that
$12,500 be appropriated to extend piers 300 feet, so that the
harbor could be made available for vessele drewing 7 or 8 feet.

Kppropriation of $5,000 made. West pier extended to a length
of 510 feet and east pier to 725 feet. Recommended that a dredge
to cost $20,000 should be buillt for use here and at other harbors.
HMaterisl ip channel not being scoured by freshets.

Spring freshets scoured ohannel @o g draft of five feet sould be
acoonmodated Lut portheast zales scoon filled it to four feet again.

All river and harbor work suspended.

Hork resumed and recommendgtions for further improvements made.

Appropriation of 310,500 made.

Wost pler rabuilt ané extended 290 feet., Recommendation was
made for a grant of 414,500 to rebuilt the east pier and extend

both east and west plers 120 feet. Dredge recommended in 1844
had been built.



Reference: Year

Number

]

(1)
{1)

(1)
(1)

(1),(8)

(1),(3)

(1),(4)

(1),(8)

(1),(8)

(1),(7)

L1
*

1854

1855

1856

18857

1866

1867

1868

1869

1870

1871

Section III - Continued

Ko work done.

Appropriation of $40,107 asked to extend the piers to 15 feet
of water.

1144 feet of piers need rabuilding.

Dredze had been built ss previcusly recommended end was sent
to harbor and workesd in channel unti) funde were exhsusted.
Locel interests contributed §1,000 so that dredge could finieh.
11,000 cubie yards of msterial were reroved and an eight fcot
channal obtained. Vessals at once made use of this improvemsnt
and a bemcon was recompended.

Necessary pler extension, dredging end repeirs estimsted to
cont #86,587.68.

Appropriation of 387,000 made. A survey was mede and plans
were drawn up for the propossd work. Project consisted in restoring
the piers which wers nearly destroyed, extending them to the 1l2-foot
curve snd dredzins a c¢chennel between them. Channel at thisz time
had a depth of 6 to 8 feet. Coniracts let and some materisl
delivored.

The contractor for labor falled to commence and his contract was
cancelled.

Contracts ware relet and work resumed, DPler repairs wore started
and three dredges worked in the channal. Zast pier repaired for
300 feet.

The west pier was extended to 955 feet snd the sant pler to
783 feet. A largze smount of dredging had been done and vessels
drawing seven feet at low water could enter. Appropriation of
$8,000 made to continue work. Dredging in chennel 40,850 cu. yds.
at 29¢. Report for this year states the ruins of the old west
breakwater built in 1836, to be entirely covered by the shingle
of the beach,

The east pler was extended to 915 feet and west pler to 1135

‘feet. Prom the original lins of the breskwaters the total length

of the west pler was 1,283 feet and 1,219 feet for the sast or
about 120 feet farther then the originsl plan. A bescon was placed
at the outer end of tha west piler. §10,000 was appropriated.
Iredge romoved from the channel 7,856 cu. yde. of sand, mud, gravel,
cobblestons, hard clay, etec., but & ledge of red sandatone was
encountered upon which a2 depth of only 7% fest at low water could
be obtained. Jce survey made and borings developed the fact that

-?-



Section III - Continued

Reference: Year
Number 1

a ledge of sendatone extended entirely across the chennel
betwesn the piers.

{1,8) 1872 Two hundred linear feet of the west pler were repaired
- end the cuter ends of both piers were levelesd up. A survey

on the iee im March, 1872, with borings, indicated that the
ledge of sandstone extended entirely across the channel between
the plers. An appropriation of $2,500 was made. During the
season of 1872, dredging removed 8,019 cu. yds. of material in
the channel above the rock, a depth of 10 feat at low water
being obtained except over the rock where the depth wes 74 feet.
Superstructure upon 200 feet of wast pier was partially reneved,
and the outer ends propsrly leveled.

(1,9) 1873 Appropriation of $10,000 made. Rock drilling and blasting
done by hand and by hired lebor, Rock excavetion between the
piers commenced.

All the rock drilling at Osk Orehard Harbor was done by hand.

A desmeription of the method followa. A raft was constructed from
timbers left over from pier repairs and drilling equipment ine
stalled on it. Operstions were moh impeded by lake swells and
many holes were lost. Pinally spuds were fitted $o the raft and
these togethsr with pguy lines to the plers steadied the raft con-
siderably. Drilling apparatus consisted of a &% ineh drill, four
feet long, connested by & cocupling serew to a rod 14 feet in
length, both of 1% inch iron and welghing about 80 peunds; a three
inch iron pipe 12 feet long, an iron wrench to connect and dia-
connect the drill and rod; & sand pump of 2-inch iron pipe, 8 feet
long; a spring pole 20 feet lonz and a rope to suspend the drill
from the pole, Six three inch soil pipes and 12 drills were used.
Blasting powder at 164 per pound wae used and put into tin canisters
14 to 20 inches long and two inches in diameter. The neck of the
canister wes 7/8 inches in diameter and closed by a perforated cork
through which the wires of the exploders passed. An eleectric
battery was used to explode the charge. The method of drilling
was to place the raft carefully in position, raise the raft on the
spuds and earry guy lines to the piers. The soll pipes were placed
in position through wells in the deck and driven through the over-
lying material to rock. The pipes were then c¢cleaned out by sand
pamps if necesaary. The so0il pipe was kept in a vertieal position
by nailinz a strip scross end sgainst the pipe. The drill was put
in and the upper end made fast to the spring pole. Two men operated
each drill., Holes were drilled one foot below grade and after
completion were cleaned ocut. The cartridgze wes then pleced and
tamped, the tube withdrawn and charge fired by electricity. Gpacing
of the holes were 5 x § fest.



Seotion 111 - Continued

Refsrence: Year

Number ¢
(1) T 1874 East pier now 915 feet in length and west pler 1135 feet
' long. The west pier measurement does not include about 165
feat of ruined pier at the inner end. Chennel betwzen the
plers snd through the sandstone from 40 to B0 feet wide end
12 feet deep st low water had been obtained,

(11) 1875 Drilling and dredging continued, chamnnel obtained sas 1850
feet wide and 12 feet deep at low water, 5,912,585 cu. yés. of
blasted rock, and 1,995.37 cu, yds. of stiff cley and cemented
gravel being removed in the fall of 1875, and sdditional dredging
in apring removed 4,990.45 cu. yés of red rock, 4,480,132 ou.
yds. of stiff clay and comented gravel and 2,149.12 cu. yés.
of mad and sand. Bullding up of ocuter ernd of west pier commenced,

(12) 1876 Channel depth of 12 feet sscured. West pler repaired for
180 fest. 200 cubic yards of rock blasted and removed.

{13) 1877 Ko work done.

{14) 1878 West pler repaired for 210 feet. Breach at shore end of east
pler repaired by sinking three crids 10 feet by 30 feel and rebuilding
100 linear feet of superstructurs.

(15) 1879 Small breach made by veasel ramming head of west pier was
repaired,

(18) 1880 No work dme.

{17) 1881 Arrsngements mads for extensive pler repairs and extending
them to 12 foot contour. Project modified so as to not ineclude
the breakwaters.

{18) 1882 Narrow extension to west pier made for 180 feet at right
angles from shore end. West pier rebuilt for 69 feet at inner
end. Outsr end of east pler levelled up for 129 feet.

(19) 1883 No work done becsuse of high water. =<ast pier badly deeayed.

(20) 1884 Superstructure on piers sbout 12 years old and are badly
decayed.

{21) 18856 Superstructure of entire west pler rebuilt for 1,072 feet.

{22) 1886 No work waas done. Breach existed at shore end of esst pier.

(23) 1887 Contracts let for material for east pier repalrs. East pler

badly decayed. No work was done.
-8 -



Reference: Year

Kumber 3
(24) + 1883
(25) 1889
{26) 1890
{27) 1291
(28) 1892
(29,30,31) 1895
(32) 1897

"1819. Thie record has sinde

Section III - {continued)

Superstructure of east pilur rebuilt. 3oth plers now in
good condition.

Shore protsction built 91 feet in length eastward of
esant pier.

Chunnel dredged to 12 feet and to a width of 100 feet,
10,229.37 cu. yds, of mud were removed. Minor pler repairs
made.

survey of channel made. Preparations nade for completing
channel.

Channel dredzed to 13.5 feet st msan lake lsvel for whole
width between piers, sxcepting 10 feet along each pler, 3,388
cu, yds. of roek end 350 cu. yds. of md, sand and gravel being
removed.

West pler mettled for 130 feet at the inner end. Channel
ir zocd condition. Work suspended.

Survey report dated Jenuary 26, 1897, PFlan presentsd for
making available the dapth heretofore cobtainad at the hardbor
entrance and provided for the excavation of a channel 12 feet
deap at low water, 180 feet wide and 430 feet long from the
outer ends of the pilers to the l2-fcot curve in the lake.
Estimete was $10,500. Report wse pudblished as (H. D. No. 281,
54th Cong. 24 sessicn). The west pier wes 1,300 feet zné the
sas3t pier wus 1,01C fewt long. Fetiwsen the piers there was a
ghannel 150 feet wide and 1100 feet lonrg, in whioch the surface
of the rock was at an sverasge depth of 11.55 fset below low
zeter {zero of the (Nsweso fauge). At the ends of the plers
where ths ezcuvatiocn of rcck had ceased the roeck rose abruptly
tc its naturel surface, 93 feet below low water. In the first

30 feet lokewenrd fren this pcint the rock sleoped downward to
12 feet below low wetcr. Uetween the piers, in the excavated
channel, a layer ol 10,200 cu. yés. sand, :mud, clay and gravel,
having en average thickness of 20 inches, overlay the rock, re-
ducing the averege svailsble depth of water in the channel to
9.9 feot at low weter. The countrolling cepth was 9.3 feet at
low water at the outer euds of the plers where & laches of sand
ovarley the rock.

7ero of the Oswego zauge referred tc was esteblished in
1858 with its zero at 244 the extreme low water plane of
been exceedsd in 1895, 1896.

\ 1

- 10 -



Reference: Year

Rugper :
__jSST s 1902
{34) 1903
{35) 1904
(36) 19086
(37) 1910
{33) 1923

1936

Section III - (continued)

No expsnditures made on harbor., Plers ars badly in need
of repairs. No funés available since Jenuary 1896.

West pier had been built L300 feet in length and emst pler
920 faet not including an added shore protection of 90 feet.
Channel 150 feet wide and 11.0 fest deep at low water betwsen
piers had been dredzed., Rock excaveation had ceased at end of
plers where depth is 9% feet at low water. Piers were intact
but decayed. No work was done on the harbor for several years
(from 1895 to 1902) no funds being aveiladle. During the year
the timber superstructure was repaired end filled with atone
where needed.

The chennel was 93 feet deep at low water (1l to 12 feet,
meen lake level) for a width of 75 feet between the piers. This
rarrow channel maintained itself at the depth mentioned without
dredging for more than ten years, the last dredging having been
done in 1890-1892, when the channel wes reported at 133 feet deep
at m?an lake level (width not reported, but believed to be 100
feot).

The Board of Engineers, sstablished by the river and herbor
act of June 13, 1902, to mmke reports to Congresa, reccumended
that no further work be done at the hartor,

No work was done, July 29, 1903, avallable depth € feet
at stsndard low water,

Hinor repairs made to the plers. Iarbor abandoned by river
and harbor act of larch 3, 1905, repesling the provisions of all
previous acts providing for work at this harbor. Unexpended
funds paid into treasury, March 21, 1905. Channel at this time -
would acecommodata draft of 8.5 feet at low water,

Preliminary examioution printed in H. D., No. 412, 6lst
Conzress, 24 Session. Loecality not considered worthy of further
improvement.

Preliminary examination report dated iarch 22, 1923 subnmitted.
Inprovement not deemsd advisable,

The present condition of the harbor is poor. The super-
atructure of the oribs is in extresmely poor condition end at
many places it has been breached. The substructure, however, is
reported to be intact and in good condition. The west pler is
stated to be about 1300 feet long, including the portion in ruins

- 11 -



Seotlon III ~ (continued)

at the shore and of the pisr. The east pler is reported %o
be 915 feet longz and has a shore protection extending about
90 feet easterly from the shore end of the pier. There is
approximately six feet of water over the har hotwsen the
plers at the present tims. The chanrnel was dredped 150 feet
wide and 11 feet deep at present low water, betwusn the plers
{n 1898. A% the snds of the piers, where Took sexcavation
stopped, the depth in 1892 was 9% feet at low water over the
rock.

- 12 -
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: ® III, " 2270,
- s 1886 " b Part I, page 542.
: » III, " 1886.
H
23. 3 1a8% hd " Part I, page 307,
: III, "  2369.
24, : 1388 t " Part I, page 28l.
: Irr, » 2086z,
25. s 1889 "o art I, page 333,
: " Iv' " 2403,
286, s 1890 " " Part I, page 301.
: » III, ™ 2847,
27. T 1891 L Part I, pagas 377.
H ~ ¥V, " 2896,
28, : 1892 v ow Part I, page 356.
: » III, =~ 2537.
29. t 1893 ron Part I, pages 408,
: » Iy, " 3117.
30, : 1894 T Part I, page 383.
: " IV, " BABl.
H
31. t 1895 " n Part I, page 418,
: « oy, » 3178,
32. s 1897 " hd Part I, Dpage 483,
s " v, " 3314,
33. : 1902 hd d Part I, page 504,
H " III, " 2321,
34, : 1903 "o Part I, pege 563.
: n III, " 2149,
35, s 1904 b " Pert I, page 618.
: * IXI, " 3326,
36, s 1908 L Part I, page 628.
: * III, * 2390,
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Reforences {cont'd)

Reforsance;

Number : References
37 : 1810 - Raport of the Chief of Engineers, Pert 1, page 900,
38 : 1923 - L L " , Pert I, peme 1609.
39 : 1924 - d " " " " n , Part I, page 1609,

Progress charts are included for the following structureas:

1.
z.
S
4.
5.

6.

West Breakwater.
East Bresiswater.
West channel pier.
East chennel pier,
West pler extension.

Shors protection, essterly of east

-15 -
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WEST BREAKWATER

TIMBER CRIB CONSTRUCTION

-‘G-

NOTE:!

This breckwater was allowed to fall into of.mq;owo.:) ond nho

trace remaing of the structure.

CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS CHARTS

OAK ORCHARD HARBOR, N.Y.

Tm»pm ARE FISCAL YEARS
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EAST CHANNEL PIER el |
|
TIMBER CRIB CONSTRUCTION
NOTE:
This pier was reconditioned in 1888.
Annual report of Chief of m:m.ﬁjmoﬁm for 19072 wauoolfn this Ymﬂ
tobe 9l feet In length. Powol of 187] states the length to be
1219 feet, measured fromthe line of the olm:sni breakweter,
‘ Thus, omu,voﬂ,ojt%, about 304 feet of m:mﬁ at the inner end has
been abandoned without record.
CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS CHARTS
OAK ORCHARD HARBOR, N.Y.
YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS
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WEST CHANNEL PIER
TIMBER CRIB CONSTRUCTION

...18_

NOTE:

This pier was rebuilt in 1885, Annual report of Chief of Engineers for
1902 reports this pier 1o be 1147 feet inlength and report of 1871 states

that measurements fromthe original line of break waters tothe outer
end of the pier shows the total length to be 1283 feet. In other words,
about 148 feet of pier at the inner end hos apparently been oban-

doned without record.

CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS CHARTS

OAK ORCHARD HARBOR, N.Y.

YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS
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EAST BREAKWATER

TIMBER CRIB CONSTRUCTION

NOTE :
Built +o contractthe mouth of the river. No trace remains

Started in 1837.

CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS CHARTS

OAK ORCHARD HARBOR, N.Y.

-’%-

YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS
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WEST PIER EXTENSION

ON SITE OF WEST BREAKWATER
TIMBER CRIB CONSTRUCTION

NOTE :

Built to prevent breaching at shore end of West Pier.

No remoins of pier at mi,mmoqi.,

CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS CHARTS

OAK

ORCHARD HARBOR, N. Y

—10'

YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS




SHORE PROTECTION EASTERLY OF EAST PIER

NOTE:

Built to 110<®3+ breaching at shore end of East Pier.

CHRONOLOGICAL PROGRESS - CHARTS

OAK ORCHARD HARBOR, N. Y

—‘21_
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ARE FISCAL <m>mL




Chronological summary of improvements by local interests.
3ection IV

Logal imterssis in 1557 centributed 1,000 toward the cost
of comploting the dredging in the entrance channsl after the Federal
funds were exhsusted and the dredge was abouit to be removad.

Refurenca - Annual Report Chief of ZIngineers 1874,

Part I, pages 243, 246.
S.D. No. 42, 35th, lst. - 1857

- 28 -



Section ¥

Following ia the tabulation of the ecost of all work done by
the Fadersl Governnent at Oak Orcherd Harbor, New York, It weas
found imposaible to divide these costs into ftems of maintenance ang

new work as called for by the letter of ipstructicns dated June 12, 1935.
Fiscal: Expended : Amount : Appropriations :Approvriations:
year : during : expended : during year : to dete : Remurks
:  year : to date : Amount : Date: H
1836 : 13 5,000.00; 7/2 :§ 5,000.00
1837 : : : 5,000,00: o/3 ¢ 10,000.00
1833 : : : 5,000.00: 7/7 : 1%5,000.00 :
1844 : : 5,000,00: 6/11:  20,000.00
1852 : : 10,500.00: 6/30: 30,500.00 :
1867 : : 87,000.00: 342 : 117,500.00 :
1870 : : : 8,000.00: 7/11: 1295,300.00 :
1871 ! : 10,000,00: 3/3 : 135,500.00
1872 : : : 2,500,00: 6/10: 138,000.00 :
1873 : : 10,000.00: 3/3 : 148,000,00
1874 :410,622.06: : 10,000.00: 6/83: 153,000.00 :
1875 : 14,956.37: : 10,000.00: 3/3 3 168,000.00 : See note number one
: : H : : : paie 24,
1876 : 4,896.66: ¢ 2,000,00: 8/14: 170,000.00
1877 2833.12: : H : 3
1878 : 1,574.86: : 3,000,00: 6/18: 172,000.00 :
1879 136.35: : 1,000.00: 3/3 : 173,000.00
1880 : 14.44; : 500.00: 6/14: 173,500.00 :
1381 1 217.03: : H : :
1882 : 3,558.84: : 3,000,00: 8/2 : 176,500.00 :
1833 + 3173, 500.00; : : :
1884 : : 5,000.00: 7/6 : 181,500.00
1885 7,777.53:181,277.53: : : : Sea note number two
: : : t t : pege 24,
1888 1 127.66: : 12,500.00: 8/% : 194,000.00 :
1837 735,99 : : : :
1888 : 1,845.6%:192,632.40: 6,000.00: 8/11: 200,000.00 : See note number three
: H H H 3 : vase S4.
1889 : 1,061.43 :193,693.83: H : : “ee note number four
H H : : H : ragce 24.
1890 : 5,318.51 :199,260.14: 5,000.00: §/19: 205,000.00 : Ses note number five
: : . : s : vace 24,
1891 : 254.07 :199,514.81: : : : See mnote number six
: : : : H : page 24.
1892 : 4,963.45 :304,477.86: : : :
1893 30,00 :1204,507.66: : : :
1894 : 30.00 :204,537.66: : : :
1895 : 30,00 :204,567.66: : : :
1902 : 1204,567.66: 2,250.00: 8/13: 207,250.00*% : * allotment.
1903 : 1,262.93 :205,837.54: : : :
1904 : 1,335.53 :2056,842.03: : : :
1905 ¢ 773.76 :206,615.79: : : - 634.21* ; *Returned to treasury

;206.615.?9 $206,615.79

- 2% -

on March 21,1905 as

orderad by River and
Harbor Act, epproved
Mareh 3, 1908.



Section V - (continued)

Informetion on appropriations taken from Index to Reports,

Chief of Enginesrs, U. &, Army, 1866-1912, page 1518.

Information on expenditures teken from Reports of Chief eof

Fngineers for respective fiseal year in which expenditure cocurred.

Hote

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

number Notes

1875 ~ Coat of removing material in dredpsing of
fall of 1875;
Rock $1.36 per ocubic yard, measured in scows
Stiff clay and cemented gravel .70 gents par cutie
yard, measured in soows.,
Mad, send, ete., 20 cents per cubic yard, measured
in scoms.
Prices for work in spring of 1875:
Red sandstone rock, at %1.10 per cu. yd., measursd
in scows.
Stiff clay end cemented iravel, at .60 per cu. yd.,
megsured in scows.
Mud end send, at .195 cents per cu. yd., messured in
scows.
1885 « Cost of rebuilding superstructure of west
pler 36.67 per linear foot.
1888 -~ Cost of rebuilding superstructure of sast
pier; Materials ¢ 7,309.41

Supplies 29.84

Labor 2,807,52

Total §TO ,TE. 5 i

1889 -« Coat of 91 feet of shore protection eastward
of east pier, $862.23.
1890 - 10,229.37 cubic yards of mud removed,
eost $5,114.69,
1892 -« Contract prices for dredging were 31.40

per cubic yard for rock excsvation and 30.34 per
cubie yard for nmd, sand and gravel, meassured in place,



Outline of the growth of the community.
Sestion VI

Oek Orcherd Harbor vas designed primarily as s harbor of refuge
for sailing crsft operating on lLaske (ntario betwesn the Nisgzers and
Geneses Rivers and secondly for the commerce at the harbor, When
the improvemant to the entrance of Osk Orchard Creek commenced in
1836, the American commerce on Leke Ontario consisted largely of
salt from Syracuse and railroad ircn, both shipped to the western
parts of the country {rom Oswego and of wheat shipped from the west
to the large flour mills on the Oswego River. These articles of
commerce were carried in smsll schoonsrs about 60 feet long, 18 feet
basm and carrying about 70 tone of c¢argo, with a draft of five feet,
In 1838, a schoonsr was bullt at Oswego, about 100 feet long, 20 feet
beam, capable of carrying 230 to 240 tons or sdbout 7,000 bushels of
wheat and was the largest vessel on the lake.

Oak Orchard Harbor ocontained ample room for a good number of
ships of these asmsll sizes and was a useful harbor of refuge and bene-~
fited genersl navigetion on the lske.

Conditions gradually changed as stesm barzes drove salling
vessels both large snd small from the leke. Vessels became lerger
and of deeper drafts and Osmk Orcherd Harbor continually became of
lesser value as & refuze. In 1897, few sailing vessels remsined and
those that d4id weres of Canadian registry. American sailing eraft in
the smame yesr asccountad for only 3 per cent of all the commerce
out of Oswego, Charlotte, Little Sodus snd Oreat Sodus. The remainder
of the commerce that year was transported on Cenadian sailing craft
or stean vessels, The steam vessel et this time with a draft of 13
feet could earry about 80,000 to 65,000 hushels of wheat or as mich
88 nine sailing vess=els of the size used in 1838,

This change froa salling vessels to steam vessels, the decreasing
need for harbors of refuge as vessels becsme larger, the faot that Osk
Orcherd Harbor would not accommodate the larger vessels, together
with the condition that no rallroad made this port its leke terminus
caused the virtusl disappearance of its comumsrce and led to 1ts
eventual abandonument by the Federal Government in 19065.

The commerce at the port itself was always small snd consisted
of imports of building materiels, consumed within a distance of 10
to 12 miles of the harbor, and occasional shipments of fruit and
azricultural produce,

- OB -
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Section VI - {continued)

The populetion stetisticas of Cak Orchard village are very
meager., In 1897, a populetion of less than 100 wes reported and
in 1930 this had édwindled to 30 persons.

The population statistics for CGarleton tosnship and Orleans
county ars given below:

Place T 1950 : 1920 : 1910 : 1900 : 1890 : 1880 3 1870 : :1804:1803
3 : : $ : : 3 : : :

Carleton Township : 1,699: 1,832: 2,359: 2,388: 2,374; 3 £128%:100%; 76*
Crleens County 188,795:28,619:32,000:30,164:30,803:30,188:27,689: H H

* Estimate ecnsidering four persons per family.
References -~ Annual Report, Chief of Engineers, 1897, Part IV, page 3314.

-"Pioneer History of Orleans County", by Arad Thomas.



Commercial statistics of Oask Orchard Harbor.

Section VI

The harbor at Osk Orchard was always more importast as & harbor
of refuge than as 8 commercial port. The commerce ham &lways been
very msager, ccnsisting mainly of imports of cedar posts, shingles,
and lumber in limited quantities, used in the development of the
ad jacent tributary sree. Two miles upstream from the mouth of the
ereek at a place called "Two Bridges™, where the stream divided into
two equal branches, was located a gresin storshouse, which was used
(before the railroed was built a mile farther south) for the ahip-
ment of the crops from the surroundimg agriculsural region. But no
reilroad made Oak Orchard its leke terminus, commerce failed to inerease,
and has éisappeared except for a few fishing craft and plessure bosats.
The following table shows the avellable details concernins the commerce
of the harbor during the pericd 1874 to 1904:

“Years :Revenue : Value of : Value of :No. of :Tonhage :No. of :Tonnage :Tonnage:References
endingz :¢ollected: imports : exports :depsrt-:outgoing:arrive :arrivingsimports:
tduring : $ ing :vessels : ing :vessels : s
s$fiscal : H ivassels: tvessela: : :
- iyear : : : 2 3 : : :
June 30: : : : : : t : :
1874 :§2,077.34:§14,130.00: - - : 43 1,647 : : : :
1875 : 1,726.36: 23,047.30:$11,910,00: 22 : 1,926 : 25 : 2,278 : :
1876 : 500.00:140,000.00: 50,000.00: 51 : 4,300 : 43 : 4,500 : :
1877 : 1,215.18: 14,050.05: 51,508,561 32 : 1,862 : 3L : 1,773 : :
1878 : 2,673.18: 13,880.00:  217,00: 21 : 1,281 : 27 g 1,789 : :
1879 : 1,5398.98: 7,200,00: 11,100.00: 10 : 9757 : 13 : 1,036 : : (1)
1880 : 2,811.00: 15,818,00: == : 10 : 800 : 14 : 1,152 : : (1)
1881 : 3,866.97: 21,658.00: 5,00t 21 : 1,450 ¢ 21 : 2,113 : :
ls82 : 2,715.00: 19,511 00: =« - : 18+ 3,647 : 21 ¢ 3,647 : $
Dec. 31: : ot : : : : : :
1883 : 1,951.72: 15,347.00: 45.00: 17 : 1,400 : 17 : 1,400 : : (2)
1834 : 2,037.86: 119.18: - - s 11 624 : 20 : 1,270 : :
1885 : 561.07: 4,066.00: - = 3 236 4 316 : :
1886 : 1,196.06: 8,431.00; 29.00: 5 498 : 5 558 : :
1887 : 1,565.16: 12,331.00: - - : 13 : 1,023 : 12 953 : :
1888 : 866.76: 7,872.00: - - 9 558 : 9 578 : :
1889 : 565.29: 4,696.04: - - : 13* 585*: : : :
1890 508.50: 3,728,.25: - - : 5 : 250 : 5 280 ¢ : (3)
1891 : 196.83: 2,882.00: -~ ~ : 11 H 899 : 11 : 899 : :
1892 : 488,.73: 4,440.00: - - : 9 H 793 9 793 : (4)
1893 : 231.30: 2,373.00: <« =~ T 4 239 4 239 : 1 (5)
1894 : 109.58: 1,038.00: - - : 4 177 : 4 : 177 s
1901 : 344.87: 2,911.00: - =~ : 3 264 3 264 ¢ 340 : (6)
1908 : 245.33: 2,517.00: = - : 3 257 : 3 257 «+ 418 : (7)
1803 403.00: 4,215.00: - - : 6 H 290 @ 6 290 : 445 : (8)
1804 : 372,00; 3,940.08: - - : 1 147 5 351 ¢+ 405 : (9)
1908 : 322.00: 4,080.00: - = s 3 237 : 3 : {(10)

*Rumber of departing and arriving vessels,
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Section VII - (continued)

Reports of Chief of "ngineers for respective yesra 1874-1908
used for commerelal statisties.

References:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

(9)

(10)

Lumber and grain - incoming.
Fruit -~ outgoing.

Vessols nsing harbor for shelter, S50.

Wxports, fruit - barrels, 2,000,
Imports, zrain - bushels, 1,210.

Lunibar and tiaher, feet, 2. M. 2,483,000.
Post, poles and ties, number, 10,000,

33,000 b, f£t. lumber
1,360 shingles

26% cords cedar poste
lumber

Lumber.

Lumber, laths, shingles and posts.

Cedar poats 200 tons

Laths, a4
Shingles 116
340 tons
Posts 328 tons
Shingles 98 "

Posts, shingles.
Posts, 242 tons.
Leth, 14 tons.
Shingles, 149 tons.

Rafemnse, H.Re Doc, HNo. 412’ 6lst.

Conzress, 24 session, p. 8.



Section VIII - laps

iaps showins the condition of Nak Orchard Harbor in 1876,
1889 and 1923 follows:

- 28 -
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